
Grade One - Mrs. Cardo  
May 29, 2017 

 
Wow! How did we get to the end of May already! The next few weeks will be very busy with lots of fun and 
learning to look forward to. I may sound like the Grinch, but I have told students that I try to maintain our 
daily routine right to the last day of school. There’s always something new to learn! :)  
 
As the weather gets warmer, you may want to apply sunscreen on your son/daughter before they leave 
home. Please do not send sunscreen to school with your child. I also encourage everyone to have a 
water bottle at school. 
 
Curriculum notes:  
Religion: We have continued our study of the Easter season with the stories of Jesus appearing to the 
apostles and sending them on their mission to spread the Good News. This week we will learn about the 
Ascension and Pentecost. We will finish the year by looking at how we can continue to follow the 
teachings of Jesus and developing our understanding that Jesus is always with us.  
 
Language: Book bags will continue to go home until the week of June 19th, giving me a bit of time to 
complete an inventory. We are currently working on publishing some of our work in our writer’s 
notebooks. Hopefully these masterpieces will be ready to go home the week of June 12th.  
Included in the folder this month 
: Wonderful Weather - a shared reading activity. Students had to find the correct ending to the sentence 
and then print an additional ending for each sentence.  
: Making Words #9 - please continue to build these words at home 
:Language Assessment-  which focuses on listening skills, printing, placing punctuation accurately and 
spelling. Before we begin, students are reminded that sentences begin with a capital and end with a 
period, question mark or exclamation mark. Sentences are dictated slowly. I am looking for: capitals at the 
beginning of a sentence, punctuation at the end of a sentence, correct letter formation, correct spelling of 
word wall words or words that rhyme with word wall words, word endings - adding s, ed, or ing, and 
beginning digraphs-  so for cheered, their and chocolate I am looking to see if students begin the  words 
with a ch, or th. That’s a lot of thinking! 
 
Math:   
In May we continued building our concepts of numbers. We also studied money and 2D Geometry and 
some data management. We began our unit on money by discussing each coin and its value. We do 
include the penny in this discussion. Students know that it is no longer used. Please continue to review 
coins and their values at home.  
Included in the folder are 
:A pictograph - we had a great discussion about comparing the amounts on the graph and calculating the 
total number of shapes found.  
:“What’s on my Pizza?” students were asked to create a pizza with toppings that totalled at least 15 cents.  
:Counting a collection of coins - students in grade one are expected to count a collection of coins to 20 
cents. Many are ready to go beyond this number so a few stations were added with values to $1.00.  
:Showing an amount 4 ways - Students were given a money amount and asked to draw coins to show this 
amount 4 different ways. My expectation is that everyone can do this confidently to 20 cents.  
Counting by 5s and 10s really helps students count money. Please continue to review this at home. You 
can challenge your child by starting at a number other than 5 or 10 and by switching between the two- i.e. 
count by 10s to 40, now switch- count by 5s from 40 to 60, now switch- count by 10s from 60 to 100.  
: Addition/Subtraction facts - These lists have been completed and practised at school. Please use them 
as a reference to help your son/daughter build their mastery of addition and subtraction facts. Automatic 
recall of these facts is tremendously important in allowing our brains to complete more complex math 
problems in later grades. We will continue to practice at school as well as add more facts to our 
repertoire.  
 
 
 



 
Social Studies/Media/Oral Language 
Included in the folder: 
Community Helper Poster. Students had to research the community helper using four focus questions: 
What does the community helper do? Do they wear a uniform? What tools do they need to do their job? 
How are they important to the community? Once our research was complete, we used pic collage to 
create posters. Students also presented their posters to the class.  
:Classroom Map - this was our first attempt at drawing a map. We will try another mapping activity and 
maybe even follow a map to some buried treasure!  
 
 

Important dates:  
June 2 - P.A. Day 

June 7 - field trip to the Elmvale Zoo 
June 9 - Seniors visit us at SJP II 

June 14 - SK/1/1 Celebration @ 1:15 You’re Invited!  
June 21 - Mass at SJP II  

June 23 - Grade 8 Graduation 
June 26 - Reports Home 

June 26 - Celebrating Canada’s 150th birthday - more details to follow 
June 29 - Last day of classes  


